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[57] ABSTRACT

Prolamine fractions of grain proteins, applied as a single
coating in weight ratios of 5 to 100% relative to the active
substance being coated, result in the production of a liquid
suspension which effectively masks the taste of orally
administered drugs which often are extremely bitter. The
taste masking is stable over prolonged periods of storage
time of the suspension. The prolamine coating does not
restrict the immediate bioavailability of the active substance.
Prolamine coating is effective in masking the taste of anti-
biotics, vitamins, dietary fiber, analgesics, enzymes and
hormones. Zein, gliadin or a mixture thereof, particularly in
combination with between 2.5 and 15% of a water insoluble
vegetable source oil or a wax capable of plasticizing the
prolamine fraction, when applied to particles of drugs or
nutritional supplements, to an effective thickness of about 1
to about 35 micrometers, are particularly effective in pre-
venting the release of the active substance from the encap-
sulated particle and also in masking the unpleasant taste of
the coated active substance.
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